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Congress of the United States
1House of Representatives
Washington, BE 20515

July 11, 2008

President George W. Bush
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President Bush:

We, the below signed Members of Congress, voice our support for current, present, and
future members of the United States Armed Forces who oppose the War in Iraq and who
are working to bring it to a speedy and safe conclusion. These brave men and women,
who have served our nation so honorably, represent the best aspects of our democratic
tradition.

While we cannot condone the actions of any service member who translates their
personal opposition to the war into a deliberate decision to go Absent Without Leave
(AWOL), we offer our most sincere support to every service member affected by the War
in Iraq.

This war has placed many of our armed service members, like Sergeant Matthis Chiroux,
in an untenable dilemma. Sgt. Chiroux has served as an active duty service member for
the last 5 years — serving tours of duty in Afghanistan and the Philippines. In July of
2007, having served his country with distinction, the Sergeant was discharged to the
Individual Ready Reserves. As the civil war raging inside Iraq intensified, Sgt. Chiroux
was moving on with his life and leaving behind a war with which he disagreed.

Unfortunately for the Sergeant, the war’s unpopularity has taken a heavy toll on the
Army’s recruitment efforts. As such, in February of this year, he was recalled to active
duty and received his deployment orders for Iraq. We in the Congress oppose this type of
forced redeployment, as well as the military’s so-called “stop-loss” policy.

As such, we in the Congress reaffirm our support for ending the War in Iraq by all means
available to us. We also reaffirm our support for all military members who speak out,
advocate, and otherwise support efforts to bring the troops home.

Sincerely,

Lynn Woosley
Member of Congress

vette D. Clarke
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Eleanor Holmes Norton
Member of Congress




